Integrating the Sciences

Classroom Procedures and Rules

Instructor [image: image1.wmf]
Ms. Taylah Hawks
Integrating the Sciences is a one credit course designed to equip ninth grade students with the necessary knowledge and skills that will enable them to apply scientific skills and processes in our society and world. Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to identify and explain major scientific concepts (specifically in chemistry, physics, environmental, earth and space sciences), natural phenomena and their interrelationships with other scientific, technological and societal issues. Ownership of knowledge acquired in the Integrating the Sciences course will be demonstrated by success on formative and summative assessments given throughout the course.  Moreover, a student’s success in the Integrating the Sciences course will contribute to success on the Maryland High School Assessment for Biology which is administered in tenth grade. Passing the Maryland High School Assessment for Biology is a requirement for graduation.
Class Rules:
1. Respect yourself and others.

2. Leave gum, food, and drink outside the classroom.

3. Take care of all personal and grooming needs before or after class.

4. Bring ALL required materials to class.

5. Be in your seat when the tone sounds.

6. Obey all classroom and safety rules and procedures.

7. Class is dismissed by the teacher only.
Materials:
Each student must bring the following to class every day!

[image: image2.wmf]♦ calculator (a scientific calculator is recommended, but not required)
♦ Spiral notebook with holes to be placed inside three ring binder 
♦ Composition notebook
♦ 2 sharpened pencils 

♦ blue or black pen

♦ red pen
Online Textbook: 

Your textbook is available online.  If you have home access to the internet, you may use this to complete homework assignments.  You can find your textbook by visiting www.phschool.com.  On this website on the right-hand side, it says, “Course Content.”  In the boxes for web codes, type: CAE 0628
Grading:
Tests (including the midterm and final), quizzes, and projects account for 50% of your grade.  Class work accounts for 35% of the grade and homework is 15% of the grade.  Students are expected to keep all graded papers in case of grade book conflict!

90 – 100%  A

80 – 89%    B   

70 – 79%    C 

60 – 69%    D 

0 – 59%      E 
Late Work/Missing Assignments:
Any work turned in after the due date will receive a grade of zero or a missed assignment grade for certain class work/homework assignments, unless there are special circumstances that must be discussed in advance.  

If you are absent:  


It is your responsibility to complete and turn in make-up work.  All assignments are available in a folder in the classroom.  Any assignments that were collected on the day (s) you were absent, are due the first day you return.  The amount of time allotted for completion of make-up work is equal to the number of days missed.  Work not completed in a timely manner will not be accepted.  Unlawful absences receive a grade of zero!


If you miss a test, quiz, or lab you must make it up within one week of your return.  You cannot make-up these during class!  Beware that make-up tests and quizzes will be different than those given during class.


If you know in advance that you will be absent (especially for field trips, sports, etc) turn in assignments and take tests BEFORE you leave.  

Extra Help:
Ask for help!  I am available after school every day for questions and clearing up any confusion.  One of the Integrating the Sciences teachers will be available every Thursday from 2:30pm to 3:30pm if you need help. 
Behavior: 

In the unusual event that the class rules are not followed, the following applies: 1st time –warning; 2nd time – private conference/lose class work points, 3rd time – parent contact/lose class work points, 4th time – administrator referral/lose class work points.
Academic Honor and Integrity:

All students should follow the guidelines outlined in the student code of conduct.  You are on your honor not to copy or cheat.  While you are encouraged to work together on many assignments, “working together” does not imply copying another’s work.  If an assignment is given out as an individual assignment (all assignments are individual unless otherwise stated), it is expected to be done individually.  Plagiarism includes taking information from published sources and not giving credit to the author.  For example, cutting and pasting information from an internet site into your assignment.  Plagiarism also includes not only downloading information from an encyclopedia or Internet site and representing the information as your own, but also includes taking passages or whole labs from a partner and turning it in as your own.  If you receive unauthorized assistance in any form while taking a test/quiz, or receive information about a test/quiz prior to taking it, this is cheating.  
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Please detach lower portion and return by: __________________________

Cut Here -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I, ___________________________________, clearly understand the expectations of this class and agree to all of the above guidelines and procedures.  

Students:  







Parent/Guardian
_________________________________                 __________________________________

      Student’s first and last name (Please Print)                Parent/Guardian’s Name (Please Print)  

_________________________________                 __________________________________
Student’s signature



            Parent/Guardian Signature 
______________________                                         ______________________

Date                                                                              Date

Parent/Guardian Contact Information: 
Home phone number:  (         )_________________________  
Work and/or cell phone number: wk (      )                                       cell (     )                                     

Parent/Guardian e-mail address:_______________________________________________
